
What is AAC?

AAC

Types of AAC
Low Tech
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Augmentative & 
Alternative Communication

• Gestures
• Writing
• Drawing
• Pointing to Letters
• Pointing to

Photos/Images

High Tech
Other 

Speech 
Generating 

Devices

iPad or 
Tablet App

• AAC is any way of communicating except talking.

• Some people use AAC all the time. Others use AAC some of the
time or only for a short time.

Accessories

Wheelchair 
Mount Eye Gaze Switch Keyguard

iPad with AAC 
software

Dedicated Speech
Device

Joystick Switch Mount Headmouse Trackball
Mouse
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Alternative Communication

1 AAC Evaluation

Trying an AAC Device

To start, your care team will do an AAC evaluation.  An AAC evaluation 
looks at what kinds of AAC will help you the most.

You can borrow an AAC device and see if it works for you:

2

TechOwlPA.org Vendor Demos
PaTTAN.net 

(For students)

3 Paying for an AAC Device
There are a lot of different ways to pay for or get  AAC devices:

Out of Pocket/
Crowdfunding

Medicaid/
Insurance

TechOWL 
Reuse

Program

Vocational 
Rehabilitation

Through an 
Employer 

(ADA)

AAC Resources
• TechOWL AAC Community Page
• Pennsylvania Assistive Technology Foundation
• American Speech-Language Pathology Association Funding Page
• KU Lifespan Institute Article on Interacting with AAC-Users
• TechOWL Page for Drops and Repairs

How do you get AAC?

https://techowlpa.org/aac-community/
https://patf.us/
https://aaccommunity.net/caac_slp/when-tech-goes-wrong/
https://lifespan.ku.edu/news/article/2024/04/26/5-ways-better-communicate-people-who-use-aac-devices
https://asha.org/njc/funding-for-services/

